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Section 702.1

Question:

#1. Isit the intent of NEC 702 to require an optional standby source to be installed if an automatic transfer
switch is provided at the time of the service equipment installation?

#2. Am | correct in understanding that NEC 702 permits the ATS to be installed without the optional standby
source, since the ATS by itself is only equipment and does not constitute an optional standby system?

Answer

The ATS is not the optional standby system; it is electrical equipment that facilitates a future connection.
Short answer:

#1. No.

#2. Yes.

Commentary:

NEC Section 702.1 Scope talks about a complete energy system capable of supplying power to a premises
wiring in lieu of the primary energy source as an Optional Standby mode where thereis no legally required
standby power requirement due to the classification or use of a building.

Since the ATS mentioned in the request for interpretation is not a system capable of delivering energy/power but
rather a component of the electrical system of the structure, that can accommodate the delivery of that
energy/power when installed, it is only a piece of equipment that would facilitate the connection of another
source of energy, and not the entire system as described in Section NEC 702.1 Scope.

The ATSissimilar to aBi-Directional EV charging port in astructure, in that it isonly adeviceto allow the
transfer of energy from one point to another. The ATS may be installed much the same asan EV port, or a
receptacle outlet for arefrigerator or range, where there is no requirement in the Code for specific appliances,
only if provided.

Notice:
The Building Officials Association of Florida, in cooperation with the Florida Building Commission, the Florida



Department of Business & Professional Regulation, ICC, and industry and professional experts offer this
interpretation of the Florida Building Code in the interest of consistency in their application statewide. This
interpretation isinformal, non-binding and subject to acceptance and approval by the local building official.



