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Section 905.1.1.1(2)

Question:

Does a 5/12 pitch on a new house still require a 2nd layer if the Zip deck material is used?

Answer

Yes, a second layer of approved underlayment, in accordance with table R905.1.1.1, over the entire roof over the
membrane strips is specifically required by that section of the code without exception for roof pitch.

Commentary:

FBC Building 1507.1.1.1 and Residential 905.1.1 Underlayment has 3 options. Option 2 is for taped joints and
refers you to Table 1507.1,1.1 where either a single layer of underlayment is required at a "Roof Slope 4:12 and
Greater" or 2 layers at "Roof Slope 2:12 and Less Than 4:12". Zip system has had their system approved without
it in some jurisdictions using product approval that Zip feels supersedes code. The minimum standards of the
Code are not intended to be lessened by product approval. These same requirements are in the Existing Building
subcodes. In Existing Section 706.7 Mitigation and more specifically 706.7.2 "Roof secondary water barrier for
existing structures with wood roof decks" and refers back to the Building and Residential sections cited above.
The intent is that these underlayments serve as secondary water barriers if the primary roof covering is
compromised. The Codes prescriptive underlayment requirements are based on testing as secondary water
barriers. Zip systems are not described as an option to achieve this requirement.

Notice:
The Building Officials Association of Florida, in cooperation with the Florida Building Commission, the Florida
Department of Business & Professional Regulation, ICC, and industry and professional experts offer this
interpretation of the Florida Building Code in the interest of consistency in their application statewide. This
interpretation is informal, non-binding and subject to acceptance and approval by the local building official.


