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Section 903.2.13 and 903.2.1.7

Question:

I have an (2) A-3 occupancy buildings roughly around 20' apart from each other. The 20' section in between is
being enclosed as a vestibule and will be connecting these two buildings. Each building has around 260
occupants when the vestibule is added to the 2nd building. The two buildings are each considered to have 2 hr
fire areas for the buildings. The new vestibule being added, has exits from both existing buildings into the
vestibule area, then from the vestibule area, it exits out to the public way. The existing buildings have (2)
required exits as per table 1006.3.2 that exit out to the public way, and the exits that exit to the vestibule area are
above and beyond the requirements of Table 1006.3.2 (each building currently has the 2 required exits and they
exit out to the public way).

Is it the intent of FBC 903.2.1.7 to require sprinklers because of the additional exits that lead to the vestibule for
exiting the building appear to make this a combined occupant load of 520 occupants (300 or more). (Refer to
Definition of Exit, and Exit Access, and Means of Egress in Chapter 2, for clarification). Definition of means of
egress leads me to believe that any exit path would be considered in 903.2.1.7 and would require combing the
occupant loads for the multiple A-3 classifications.

Definition of MEANS OF EGRESS. A continuous and unobstructed path
of vertical and horizontal egress travel from any occupied
portion of a building or structure to a public way.

Notice:
The Building Officials Association of Florida, in cooperation with the Florida Building Commission, the Florida
Department of Business & Professional Regulation, ICC, and industry and professional experts offer this
interpretation of the Florida Building Code in the interest of consistency in their application statewide. This
interpretation is informal, non-binding and subject to acceptance and approval by the local building official.


