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Section R401.3

Question:

Do covered porches attached to residential construction fall under the exception of R401.3? Are they considered
impervious surfaces that must be sloped away from the building foundation. Or are they part of the "structure"
and part of the overall structures foundation and are not required to have a sloped floor away from the main
home?

Answer

If the floor is not sloped away from the foundation, water may accumulate at the exterior walls of the structure.
The purpose of the slope is to prevent water from accumulating at the foundation and exterior walls. Unless the
screen room meets the weather resistant criteria of an exterior wall, the slab needs have a slope away from the
building.

Commentary:

None.

Notice:
The Building Officials Association of Florida, in cooperation with the Florida Building Commission, the Florida
Department of Business & Professional Regulation, ICC, and industry and professional experts offer this
interpretation of the Florida Building Code in the interest of consistency in their application statewide. This
interpretation is informal, non-binding and subject to acceptance and approval by the local building official.


