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Section R403.1.1, R403.1.6, R404.1.9

Question:

Question # 1.) When using hollow isolated masonry piers foundation for a Modular home, does the foundation
have to meet the same standards/requirements of the 2017 Florida Building Code (FBC) as for a conventionally
built building?

Question # 2.) Can an engineer construct and the building official approve afoundation using the
standards/requirements for aHUD/FDOT manufactured building (Mobile home) foundation i.e.; Rows of dry
stacked hollow masonry piers with wood cap block, with soil anchors, and ignore the standards/requirements set
forth in Chapter 4 of the 2017 FBC to be utilized as a foundation for amodular home?

Answer

1. Yes. Code does not have an exemption for modular homes. Section R101.2 provides the scope for the FBC-
Residential.

2. Maybe. An engineer can design a foundation as long as the design meets all the loads specified loads. The
provisions of the FBC-B are prescriptive and an engineer can deviate from them with engineering design. Large
deviations from the FBC-R, particularly in stated loads, merit thorough investigation during plan review.

Commentary:

For additional information regarding manufactured homes, please refer to FAC 15C-1 and 15C-2

Notice:

The Building Officials Association of Florida, in cooperation with the Florida Building Commission, the Florida
Department of Business & Professional Regulation, ICC, and industry and professional experts offer this
interpretation of the Florida Building Code in the interest of consistency in their application statewide. This
interpretation is informal, non-binding and subject to acceptance and approval by the local building official.



