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Section 706.3

Question:

Is the intent of the code to allow a 3” PVC 1/4 bend to be used at the base of a stack?

Answer

Yes, please see the attached commentary.

Commentary:

3" PVC 1/4 bends are permitted to be used at the base of a stack (vertical to horizontal.) Drainage fitting
nomenclature and geometry are regulated by the referenced fitting standards. In the case of PVC drainage
fittings, that standard is ASTM D3311. Quoting from the IPC Commentary, "a fitting of one material will not
necessarily be identical to a fitting of another material with the same name. For plastic drainage piping materials,
a quarter bend fitting is considered to be "flow equivalent" to a short sweep pattern even though they do not have
identical pattern dimensions. This is because the interior of those fittings are much smoother than for cast-iron
fittings." It is important, however, not to confuse a "1/4 bend" with a "1/4 bend vent." IPC Commentary Figure
706.3(4) shows the difference.

Notice:
The Building Officials Association of Florida, in cooperation with the Florida Building Commission, the Florida
Department of Business & Professional Regulation, ICC, and industry and professional experts offer this
interpretation of the Florida Building Code in the interest of consistency in their application statewide. This
interpretation is informal, non-binding and subject to acceptance and approval by the local building official.


