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Section 105.14

Question:

Is it the intent of the Florida Building Code section 105.14 to allow an architect, engineer or licensed Building
Contractor to perform inspections and submit affidavits to the building official for permitting purposes? If so,
can the architect, engineer, or Licensed Building Contractor conduct the inspection and complete the affidavit
for electrical, mechanical, and plumbing for permitting as well if they are qualified per the appropriate sections
of 468?
Does the term "qualified" in this section mean that the person completing the affidavit must be certified under
468 or is the person completing the affidavit qualified if they are licensed as an architect under 481, an engineer
under 471, or a contractor under 489?

Answer

Yes to architect and engineer and no to a licensed contractor. The Exemption for contractors in Ch 468, Part XII
is related to the performance of services authorized by their certificate. Inspection and plan review to determine
code compliance are not authorized by Ch 489, although a contractor should inspect the plans and work prior to
submission for plan review and before calling for inspections. Approval under this section is at the sole
discretion of the Building Official.

Commentary:

105.14 references Florida Statute 468 which specifically exempts engineers licensed under 471, architects
licensed under 481, and contractors licensed under 489 from building inspectors certification under chapter 468,
Part XII when acting within the scope of the license. Section105.14 states that a competent person shall be hired
by the owner if the engineer is not available. The "competent person" has to be an architect or engineer and not a
licensed contractor. Again, approval under this section is at the sole discretion of the Building Official.

Notice:
The Building Officials Association of Florida, in cooperation with the Florida Building Commission, the Florida
Department of Business & Professional Regulation, ICC, and industry and professional experts offer this
interpretation of the Florida Building Code in the interest of consistency in their application statewide. This
interpretation is informal, non-binding and subject to acceptance and approval by the local building official.


