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Section 303

Question:

Isthe intent of this section of the Code to keep items, such as cooling towers, from being placed in locations that
might be at risk (such as the end of a parking space without bollards or some other protective barrier), as
opposed to the intent being to require horizontal impact protection for the full height of these items per TAS
2017 (for a cooling tower, full height protection could mean up to 20"+ high)

Answer

We do not believe the definition for appliance applies to cooling towers. We do believe they would be
considered evaporative cooling equipment. As such, Section 303 of the FBC-M is applicable.

Commentary:

None

Notice:

The Building Officials Association of Florida, in cooperation with the Florida Building Commission, the Florida
Department of Business & Professional Regulation, ICC, and industry and professional experts offer this
interpretation of the Florida Building Code in the interest of consistency in their application statewide. This
interpretation isinformal, non-binding and subject to acceptance and approval by the local building official.



