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Section 501.4

Question:

isit theintent of this section to prohibit the placement of
tankless water heaters above alay-in acoustical ceiling?

Answer

No. A removable acoustic ceiling tile qualifies as an "access panel”. They are easily removable to provide access
to tankless water heaters located above such ceilings. It has been common practice to permit valves above
acoustical ceilings.

Commentary:

None

Notice:

The Building Officials Association of Florida, in cooperation with the Florida Building Commission, the Florida
Department of Business & Professional Regulation, ICC, and industry and professional experts offer this
interpretation of the Florida Building Code in the interest of consistency in their application statewide. This
interpretation is informal, non-binding and subject to acceptance and approval by the local building official.



