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Section R 320.1.1

Question:

Isit theintent of FBC R 320.1.1 to require a bathroom with
29" clear door in a SFR which first habitable level isrised
severa feet from grade due to flood hazard? Is it the intent
of same section to require a bedroom to have 29" clear door
if the accessible bath isinside the bedroom?

Answer

To thefirst question, no. If thefirst floor is elevated,
itisnot on grade level. To the second question, yes.

Commentary:

The way the code iswritten, it is clear only the bathroom
requires a29" clear opening, however, common sense would
be, the intent of the code is to have accessto a bathroom
with aminimum 29" clear opening, if doors, walls, or other
obstructions restrict this on the path to the bathroom, it

does not make sense that these doors, walls, or other
obstructions would not be required to meet atotal clear
opening of 29".

With that being said, thisis a situation where the lawyers
could dispute the decision of the building official. The
language contained in R320.1.1 isaduplication of F.S.
553.504 (2).

A statute is to be read and interpreted according to the
ordinary meaning of the language, unless further guidance is
provided elsewhere in the Code or Statute. Words must be
given their plain, ordinary and literal meaning. If the
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words are clear, they must be applied, even though the
intention may be different.

The Statute and the Code only stipulate the bathroom have a
29-inch door. To conclude the bedroom door must have a
29-inch door is applying the likely intent of the Statute

and the Code has an obligation that is not reflected in the
text of the requirement.

Notice:

The Building Officials Association of Florida, in cooperation with the Florida Building Commission, the Florida
Department of Business & Professional Regulation, ICC, and industry and professional experts offer this
interpretation of the Florida Building Code in the interest of consistency in their application statewide. This
interpretation is informal, non-binding and subject to acceptance and approval by the local building official.



