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Section 1009.3/1016.3/1021.1/1026

Question:

On the topmost level of an 8-story open parking structure requiring (2) exits, is it code-compliant to have both
exits be unenclosed exit access stairways, with the exit access travel distance measured from the most remote
part of the level to the first riser of the stairway?

Answer

No. Please see the attached commentary

Commentary:

Once the 6 story limit is reached, the stairs must be enclosed
(protected means of egress).

However, if the travel distance from the most remote point on
the top level to the enclosed stair door on the level below is
within the allowable travel distance, the unenclosed stair
would be code compliant.

Notice:
The Building Officials Association of Florida, in cooperation with the Florida Building Commission, the Florida
Department of Business & Professional Regulation, ICC, and industry and professional experts offer this
interpretation of the Florida Building Code in the interest of consistency in their application statewide. This
interpretation is informal, non-binding and subject to acceptance and approval by the local building official.


