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Section 306.3.2

Question:

Is it the intent of Section 306.3.2 to require relocation of an air handler to within six(6) feet of an attic access
when changing out an existing system?

Answer

No

Commentary:

Replacing just the existing split system equipment is
typically a level 1 alteration. Section 602.4 in the
Existing Building Code requires the new equipment to comply
with &#8220;materials and methods requirements&#8221; of the FBC-
Mechanical and FBC- Energy Conservation codes. Section
601.2 in the Existing Building Code will not let you alter
the system to make it less energy efficient.

Comment: If you are replacing the equipment and
reconfiguring or replacing duct system it changes the
work to a level 2. The requirements change and the answer
becomes yes.

Notice:
The Building Officials Association of Florida, in cooperation with the Florida Building Commission, the Florida
Department of Business & Professional Regulation, ICC, and industry and professional experts offer this
interpretation of the Florida Building Code in the interest of consistency in their application statewide. This
interpretation is informal, non-binding and subject to acceptance and approval by the local building official.


