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Section 302.1

Question:

Isit the intent of Section 302.1 to allow a building, structure, and/or space to be classified with respect to
occupancy in one or more of the occupancy groups AT THE SAME TIME? Thisimplies having a building,
structure, or space having adual (or triple) occupancy and complying with al of their requirements
simultaneously.

Answer

The most stringent occupancy group to be used should be the
design standard, thus allowing any of the less stringent
occupancies to use the space.

Commentary:

For existing Buildings: Any certificate of use (occupancy) is
specific to the space and its occupant. When that use
(occupancy)changes, the new occupant must comply with the
corresponding regquirements for the new use (occupancy). These
conditions are the same whether there are multiple occupancies
in abuilding, or only one.

Notice:

The Building Officials Association of Florida, in cooperation with the Florida Building Commission, the Florida
Department of Business & Professional Regulation, ICC, and industry and professional experts offer this
interpretation of the Florida Building Code in the interest of consistency in their application statewide. This
interpretation is informal, non-binding and subject to acceptance and approval by the local building official.



