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Section 406.3.2

Question:

Regarding the requirement for natural ventilation of an open parking garage, isit the intent of section 406.3.2,
the definition of &#8220;0pen parking garage& #8221; (attached) to permit a properly constructed and protected
four (4) story parking garage to abut another four (4) story building or structure on two (2) sides where the two
(2) walls of the parking garage that do not abut other structures are separated by a distance of at least ten feet
(10&#8217;) to the other buildings or structures and open to the sky? 406.3.2 Definitions. The following words
and terms shall, for the purposes of this chapter and as used elsewhere in this code, have the meanings shown
herein. OPEN PARKING GARAGE. A structure or portion of a structure with the openings as described in
Section 406.3.3.1 on two or more sides that is used for the parking or storage of private motor vehicles as
described in Section 406.3.4.

Answer

It appears that the condition described meets the | etter of
the Code. If all the provisions of 406.3.3.1 are met,
including the requirement for openings to be distributed
uniformly over two opposing sides of the the building, the
structure would be considered code compliant.

Commentary:

None.

Notice:

The Building Officials Association of Florida, in cooperation with the Florida Building Commission, the Florida
Department of Business & Professional Regulation, ICC, and industry and professional experts offer this
interpretation of the Florida Building Code in the interest of consistency in their application statewide. This
interpretation is informal, non-binding and subject to acceptance and approval by the local building official.



