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Section 903

Question:

Isit the intent of the code that attics in three-story tunnel form construction (type V-A) apartment buildings be
sprinklered?

Answer

The question does not mention whether it isan NFPA-13 or
13R system. However, under the FBC, fire sprinkler

protection of the attic (concealed combustible space) would
only be required if the fire sprinkler system is being

installed in accordance with NFPA 13 and the exceptions
applicable to elminating fire sprinklersin a concealed
combustible spaces, contained in NFPA 13, have not been

met. An NFPA 13R system would not require protection of the
attic (concealed combustible

space.)
Commentary:

Asanote, thisis an interpretation by the Fire Marshal

so it is assumed that the Fire Marshall is commenting based
on the FFPC and not the FBC. This committee can only
interprete the FBC. However, please note that thereis
nothing in the FFPC that would require this type of
protection if the fire sprinkler system is not required to

be an NFPA 13 system.

Notice:

The Building Officials Association of Florida, in cooperation with the Florida Building Commission, the Florida
Department of Business & Professional Regulation, ICC, and industry and professional experts offer this
interpretation of the Florida Building Code in the interest of consistency in their application statewide. This



interpretation is informal, non-binding and subject to acceptance and approval by the local building official.



