
Informal Interpretation Report
Number 6712

Date April 25, 2011

Edition 2007

Section 711.4

Question:

Is it the intent of FBC Section 711.4 Continuity to require all supporting walls to be fire rated to match a
horizontal assembly&#8217;s fire rating? Example: A floor/ceiling is required to be 1 hour in a VB construction.
The exterior walls in a VB building according to tables 601 & 602 do not need a fire rating. Would the exterior
wall need to have a 1 hour fire rating if it supports the 1 hour floor/ceiling?

Answer

Yes. The structural walls supporting the floor/ceiling would
need to be rated as stated.

Commentary:

As to the comment. Read and Apply each sentence separately.

Notice:
The Building Officials Association of Florida, in cooperation with the Florida Building Commission, the Florida
Department of Business & Professional Regulation, ICC, and industry and professional experts offer this
interpretation of the Florida Building Code in the interest of consistency in their application statewide. This
interpretation is informal, non-binding and subject to acceptance and approval by the local building official.


