USE AND OCCUPANCY CLASSIFICATION

309.2 Quantity of hazardous materials. The aggregate
quantity of nonflammable solid and nonflammable or non-
combustible liquid hazardous materials stored or displayed in
a single control area of a Group M occupancy shall not
exceed the quantities in Table 414.2.5(1).

SECTION 310
RESIDENTIAL GROUP R

310.1 Residential Group R. Residential Group R includes,
among others, the use of a building or structure, or a portion
thereof, for sleeping purposes when not classified as an Insti-
tutional Group I or when not regulated by the Florida Build-
ing Code, Residential.

310.2 Definitions. The following terms are defined in Chap-
ter 2:

BOARDING HOUSE.

CONGREGATE LIVING FACILITIES.
DORMITORY.

GROUP HOME.

GUEST ROOM.

LODGING HOUSE.

PERSONAL CARE SERVICE.
TRANSIENT.

310.3 Residential Group R-1. Residential Group R-1 occu-
pancies containing sleeping units where the occupants are
primarily transient in nature, including:

Boarding houses (transient) with more than 10 occupants

Congregate living facilities (transient) with more than 10
occupants

Hotels (transient)

Motels (transient)

310.4 Residential Group R-2. Residential Group R-2 occu-
pancies containing sleeping units or more than two dwelling
units where the occupants are primarily permanent in nature,
including:

Apartment houses

Boarding houses (nontransient)

Congregate living facilities (nontransient) with more

than 16 occupants

Convents

Dormitories

Fratemities and sororities

Hotels (nontransient)

Live/work units

Monasteries

Motels (nontransient)

Vacation timeshare properties
310.5 Residential Group R-3. Residential Group R-3 occu-
pancies where the occupants are primarily permanent in
nature and not classified as Group R-1, R-2, R-4 or I, includ-
ing:

Buildings that do not contain more than two dwelling units

Boarding houses (nontransient) with 16 or fewer occupants
Boarding houses (transient) with 10 or fewer occupants
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Care facilities that provide accommodations for five or
fewer persons receiving care

Congregate living facilities (nontransient) with 16 or
fewer occupants

Congregate living facilities (transient) with 10 or fewer
occupants

Owner-occupied lodging houses with five or fewer guest

rooms and 10 or fewer occupants

310.5.1 Care facilities within a dwelling. Care facilities
for five or fewer persons receiving care that are within a
single-family dwelling are permitted to comply with the
Florida Building Code, Residential provided an automatic
sprinkler system is installed in accordance with Section
903.3.1.3 or Section P2904 of the Florida Building Code,
Residential.

310.5.2 Lodging houses. Owner-occupied lodging houses
with five or fewer guest rooms and 10 or fewer occupants
shall be permitted to be constructed in accordance with the
Florida Building Code, Residential.

310.6 Residential Group R-4. Residential Group R-4 occu-
pancy shall include buildings, structures or portions thereof
for more than five but not more than 16 persons, excluding
staff, who reside on a 24-hour basis in a supervised residen-
tial environment and receive custodial care. Buildings of
Group R-4 shall be classified as one of the occupancy condi-
tions specified in Section 310.6.1 or 310.6.2. This group shall
include, but not be limited to, the following:

Alcohol and drug centers

Assisted living facilities

Congregate care facilities

Group homes

Halfway houses

Residential board and custodial care facilities
Social rehabilitation facilities

Group R-4 occupancies shall meet the requirements for
construction as defined for Group R-3, except as otherwise
provided for in this code or shall comply with the Florida
Building Code, Residential provided the building is protected
by an automatic sprinkler system installed in accordance with
Section 903.2.8.

310.6.1 Condition 1. This occupancy condition shall
include buildings in which all persons receiving custodial
care, without any assistance, are capable of responding to
an emergency situation to complete building evacuation.

310.6.2 Condition 2. This occupancy condition shall
include buildings in which there are any persons receiving
custodial care who require limited verbal or physical assis-
tance while responding to an emergency situation to com-
plete building evacuation.

SECTION 311
STORAGE GROUP S

311.1 Storage Group S. Storage Group S occupancy
includes, among others, the use of a building or structure, or a
portion thereof, for storage that is not classified as a hazard-
ous occupancy.

FLORIDA BUILDING CODE — BUILDING, 7th EDITION (2020)


akinsey
Highlight


FIRE PROTECTION SYSTEMS

highest roof to the exterior wall, or the top of
the highest parapet, whichever yields the
greatest distance. For the purpose of this mea-
surement, required fire vehicle access roads
shall include only those roads that are neces-
sary for compliance with the Florida Fire Pre-
vention Code.

4. Group R-4 Condition 2 occupancy attics not
required by Item 1 to have sprinklers shall
comply with one of the following:

a. Provide automatic sprinkler system protec-
tion.

b. Provide a heat detector system throughout
the attic that is arranged to activate the
building fire alarm system in accordance
with Section 907.2.10.

c. Construct the attic using noncombustible
materials.

d. Construct the attic using fire-retardant-
treated wood complying with Section
2303.2.

e. Fill the attic with noncombustible insula-
tion.

[F] 903.3.1.3 NFPA 13D sprinkler systems. Auto-
matic sprinkler systems installed in one- and two-fam-
ily dwellings; Group R-3, Group R-4 Condition 1 and
townhouses shall be permitted to be installed through-
out in accordance with NFPA 13D.

[F] 903.3.2 Quick-response and residential sprinklers.
Where automatic sprinkler systems are required by this
code, quick-response or residential automatic sprinklers
shall be installed in all of the following areas in accor-
dance with Section 903.3.1 and their listings:

1. Throughout all spaces within a smoke compartment
containing care recipient sleeping units in Group I-2
in accordance with this code.

2. Throughout all spaces within a smoke compartment
containing treatment rooms in ambulatory care facil-
ities.

3. Dwelling units and sleeping units in Group I-1 and R
occupancies.

4. Light-hazard occupancies as defined in NFPA 13.

[F]1 903.3.3 Obstructed locations. Automatic sprinklers
shall be installed with due regard to obstructions that will
delay activation or obstruct the water distribution pattern.
Automatic sprinklers shall be installed in or under covered
kiosks, displays, booths, concession stands, or equipment
that exceeds 4 feet (1219 mm) in width. Not less than a 3-
foot (914 mm) clearance shall be maintained between
automatic sprinklers and the top of piles of combustible
fibers.

Exception: Kitchen equipment under exhaust hoods
protected with a fire-extinguishing system in accor-
dance with Section 904.
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[F] 903.3.4 Actuation. Automatic sprinkler systems shall
be automatically actuated unless specifically provided for
in this code.

[F] 903.3.5 Water supplies. Water supplies for automatic
sprinkler systems shall comply with this section and the
standards referenced in Section 903.3.1. The potable water
supply shall be protected against backflow in accordance
with the requirements of this section and the Florida
Building Code, Plumbing. For connections to public
waterworks systems, the water supply test used for design
of fire protection systems shall be adjusted to account for
seasonal and daily pressure fluctuations based on informa-
tion from the water supply authority and as approved by
the fire code official.

[F] 903.3.5.1 Domestic services. Where the domestic
service provides the water supply for the automatic
sprinkler system, the supply shall be in accordance with
this section.

[F] 903.3.5.2 Residential combination services. A
single combination water supply shall be allowed pro-
vided that the domestic demand is added to the sprin-
kler demand as required by NFPA 13R.

[F] 903.3.6 Hose threads. Fire hose threads and fittings
used in connection with automatic sprinkler systems shall
be as prescribed by the fire code official.

[F] 903.3.7 Fire department connections. Fire depart-
ment connections for automatic sprinkler systems shall be
installed in accordance with Section 912.

[F] 903.3.8 Limited area sprinkler systems. Limited
area sprinkler systems shall be in accordance with the
standards listed in Section 903.3.1 except as provided in
Sections 903.3.8.1 through 903.3.8.5.

903.3.8.1 Number of sprinklers. Limited area sprin-
kler systems shall not exceed six sprinklers in any sin-
gle fire area.

903.3.8.2 Occupancy hazard classification. Only
areas classified by NFPA 13 as Light Hazard or Ordi-
nary Hazard Group 1 shall be permitted to be protected
by limited area sprinkler systems.

903.3.8.3 Piping arrangement. Where a limited area
sprinkler system is installed in a building with an auto-
matic wet standpipe system, sprinklers shall be sup-
plied by the standpipe system. Where a limited area
sprinkler system is installed in a building without an
automatic wet standpipe system, water shall be permit-
ted to be supplied by the plumbing system provided
that the plumbing system is capable of simultaneously
supplying domestic and sprinkler demands.

903.3.8.4 Supervision. Control valves shall not be
installed between the water supply and sprinklers
unless the valves are of an approved indicating type
that are supervised or secured in the open position.

903.3.8.5 Calculations. Hydraulic calculations in
accordance with NFPA 13 shall be provided to demon-
strate that the available water flow and pressure are
adequate to supply all sprinklers installed in any single
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